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Space Syntax Technic

115

in Urban Design

One of the major objectives in
urban  design = gualitative
improvemant of the environment for
users. In urban design process. &
scenario I defined using cerain
physical stralegics in  order 1o
improve the refationships batween
human and environment.

Predicting the output of any
physical strategy is important for both
designers and decisions - makers
Far this purpese, numarous methods
have been usad. One of these
methods, which s created and
developed during the [ast lew
decadas, is the 'Space Syntax
Method®, This method examines
the structural and eonfigurational
relation of all spaces with each other
The theory of space syntax explains
the use of epaces In relation o theair
configurational pattemns. The resulis
of fhe space syntax analysis are
presanted in graphic form as well as
mathematical parameters.

This articie, firs! slaborates on the
theory and method in short, and then
ite application in urban design
process is explained.

Process

M. Abbasszadegan. Ph.D.

Y¥azd - a hislorical lranian city - is
chosen as a case - study, in which
thrae slages of |ts  physical
deovelopmeani are analysed using the
Space Syntax Method. The resuit of
tha study is promising and has shows
that:

e Patltem of urban open spaces
are developed based on a soclal and
cultural spatial logic.

sintarvention on the layout of the
city will change the spatial
canliguration, and would change its
structural logic of spaces.

e Strucral changes in the cily
would alfect the functional and
behavioral pattems.

Analysis ol spatial configuration
with application of Space Syntax
Method enables the uban dasign
professionals to  build prediclive
madels for behavioral changes within
the urban spaces. These modsls
could be used in urban dasign
procass and create an interactive
mode! that can improve the design
process.




Time, Urban tempo and Pace of life

In comtemporary cities, it seams
that urban culture and social relations
have changed. Urban Iife has a faster
pace, and sacial relations are mare
distant than bafore. Rasagrchas have
attributed  these  socio-cultural
changes In urban culture to severtal
factors. Some have emphasized on
the behavioral changes in the soclety
over lime, and conceive the
emargence of  ipdividualism
responsible for these behaviorg
changes. Others have emphasized
an the city size in terms of extent and
population as the main lactor
influencing the wban cultural and
social relations. One major viewpoint
emphasizes on the role of the urban
pace end tempo on city life.

Liban termpo and pace of life are
the subjective understanding of the
passage of time. This is mainly
refated to both environmental quality
as well as persanal characternistics.
Several non-temporal characlerislics
arg in vaolved in this subjectiva
understanding of ime. Among these,
the number of events occurrting in a
given pericd of time, tha complexity of
tha avenl, its size and infensity, the
affective state of the person and
finally the level of time emergency are
the notable ones. Swdies show that
the conceptual dimensions
distringuishing the fast - paced
environmants from the slow-paced
anvirgnments  are  mainly  the
arousal-activity dimansien,
allective-avaluative dimension and
finally the overhead costof living.
Although the guality of life in large

R. Rezazadeh. Ph.D.

cities is not generally desirzble, but
the adaptabilty of humans have
made these conditons tolerable. It
must be noted that the tolerance of
the environment 15 nol necessarnily
aquivalent 1o the desirability of the
gnvirenment. Our tolerance and
adapability could even induce
percaiving prablems. In such case we
accepl which in the long run weuld be
fatal to bBoth owr natural and
socio-cultural existence. The
fasi-pace of contemporary ciy life
itself is a result of this attempt for
adaplation to the urban emvironmant.
But this adaptation requires speeding
up the activity rate and reducing the
length and depth of sacial ralations;
this will finally halt the social life of the
Gity.

Since one of the major aims of
urban planning Is creating pleasant
physical environment, in  which
dasirable social relation is glorified
and concepts such as identity and
place attachmenl strengthened, we
must think about the appropriate
slralegies 10 achieve these goals,
Urban dasign stratagles could reduce
the perception of urban pace and
tempo and create the suitable comext
for strengthening soccial relations,
Through physical planning and
dasign, the feeling ol fast pace of
urban life could be reduced and a
relaxed and convenient life be
provided within the contemporary
city. Hence we could use the urban
design fools provided to reduce this
dilemma of the contemparary city,
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of the Soviet Union, strangthening

of the European Union, deducation of
authority and legality of governmenis,
enlargament. the role of clvic
institutions and participation, growth
of reproductivism and protectional
institutes; tendency to decenleralized
planning and increasing the power ol
local institutes was reinforced more
and more, and as a result, planning
methods and patterns  were
profonged 1o the participatory and
demccratic planning mere  than
bafore.

At present, demaocratic planning is
accourtad as a kind of new paradigm
in developed counties  urban
planning which shows theoretical and
practical partiality of this human
sclence branch toward the future and
21st century.

Urban designing science angages

in the guality of urban environment
and tiles to promote it Urban
designing as a tool of flounshing and
davelopment has become wery
significant. This importance s
because of an ever-ncreasing
compatition among diffarent aities for
afiracting capltal and gaining
economic development.

In our couniry, managers and
autharities have not yet raalized the
necessity of urban planning science
and the impartance of promoting the
guality of our cities for their citizens
and for competing on an itemational
laval, Thay ame also not entrely
aware of ks economic and political
benefits. At prasant, the urban
leading system [n our counlry |s
acting accerding to the known pattem
of "Comprehensive and Master
plans" and very recently by struciural
- approchabla plans.

Urban planners and designers
have found out that the final geal for
all kinds of urban plan and designing
Is heiping to pramote the guality of lite
in the direclion ol susiainable
davalopment, comfort and social
equality.

Urban dasinging is a branch of
science and alongside the other
urban related sclences. Thase are a
wide range of subjecte such as;
functional plan and transpartation to
urban economy, urban sociglogy,
lew, city managemenl, environment,
phsyeology, ete. Urban designing can
aftend to urban detalls in small scales
up to interfering in huge management
problems in qualiative aspects.

In & glance al the experiments and
some chapiars of davelopment plans
which have studied the qualitative
problems, we realize thal as we get
closer o the prasent time, the
problems of urban planning are
mixed so much with urban fields that
they become inseparable part atit.
The urban designing viewpaint not
only control and slove the scenery
gnd landscape problams, but al=o
includa vast araas which their places
are emply in urban development of
our country.



Urban Design and Substantial Concerns

in Guidance System
K. Zekavat. Ph.D.

The most recent concerns of the
city’s urban development authorities
are the enhancement of enviranment
quality and suslainability of urban
space values.

Itis evidant that this new agenda |s
nesded to be mandated in Ihe
country” planning procedurs. Iis
interaction with the exsling programs
should be done through the pracess
of policy-making and guidance
documents.

In this regard, this' paper has
spacial emphasis an the significance

Urban Design

of the "Design Palicy" and "Dasign
Guidelines" which are considered as
two important linkages between the
components comprising the guidance
syslem documents In urban design
programs.

Thaege components, &s the main
structural elements of the guidance
gystem, compriza the basis of local
character and the subsiance of
implermantation policies in the
prospect of a desirable development.

and It’s Status

in Hierachical Orders of

Urban Development Plans
F. Soltani. M. Arch.

Some paris of this article have
been taken from ressarch which is
called, "Urban Designing and its
place in Hresrarchy Devalopmani
Designs System”. 0 has been
collected to introduce the city
managers and authorities wilth the
status of such system.

The orgin of the idea about
planning comes back 1o the
government ruling, as wal as
facilitation and justificaton ol
govemmernt intervention in political,
mililary and economical affairs,

Since the end of the 15th century
and the beginning of 20th century,
with the apprevation of the problem of
industrial developmant and rapid
spread of urbanization in the west, a
collection of theories and solutions
was brought up for putling in ander
urban developmant in Amarcan and
Europsan countries, which finally led
to the formatlion of the urban and
regional planning sclence in the third
decade of this century.

In the 1980's after the globalization

at economy and culture, the collapss

J.j..'l.sl.auln.n.i
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As the discipline s young, the
misunderstanding of body ol
knowledge and practice is very deep
in compare with other disciplines.
Urban design is a procass, which
addresses the verily of issues in buill
gnvircnment, It deals with physical,
social, financial, functional, political
and cultural issues as well as
gesthetics and psychological ones.
None of these Issues are more
valuable and more important than
olher in design process, which is
gimed |z solve urban problems In
gualitative oriented approach. The
Improvement of  envirgnmeanial
gualities Is the core matter of fact in
which it iz the specific concemn ol
urban deskgners. According some
dogmatic and unconditional  view
urban design is slill a part of other
discipline, such as planning and
architecture. This iz A misunderstood
vislon which have been imprisoned in
some superficial practice and saffish
function which cannot be accepled

In academic domain. According o
"Moughtin (1898)" urban design is a
legiimate concem for architects,
planners and landscape architects. it
is, theratora, reasonable that the
subject matter of urban design should
infferm  the curricula of thoze
disiplines, That is, It is potentially the
care subject area for university
undergraduale degree  courses
leading to a gualification that subject.
For wrban design to achieve
respectabilty as a discipiine it
requires its own body of thaoratical
literature supporied by research, its
own history and method together with
awide range of techniques.

Urban design has a large
anddistinguished body of theoratical
works staring with the work of the
subject's founding father, Camillo
Sitte (1201}, and centinuing with the
work of many outstanding followera
now. According to the vast majority of
these peopis, urban design is an
independed discipline and is grawing
up with ite own body of rasearches,
methods and technigues.

The {ocus of primary urban design
intervention and the Knowledge and
skills reguired continue to be hotly
debated in praclice and education.
Most  urban designers  ara
unashamed pragmatists, aithough
over the years, a substantial body of
theory has besen marshalled for the
cause. Mo Glynn glves an ovendew of
the emergence of urban design and
raises questions aboul jis
lagitimacy as a practical disipline and
the potential gap between its rhatoric
and the abiiity lo deliver. John Punter
has made  earler signiflcant
contributions to challengs us all about
what exactly it s we expact to do and
how we belisve wa can achiava it
Here, in lran, we should make &
thoughtful and finely judged case for
tha necassan/ skills and
uncerstandings of urban designers in
the role of development controller
with a high concem In the
improvemant of  envionmental
qualities.




bullding and vonstruction is a group
conduct, and needs ditfarent expart
rnowladge. What makes a design
succead i3 common aims  and
synchranization

Urban design does nol inteud lo
creat expensive antd coslly spacas,
Its goal is not making beautitul and
pratty sights. Beauly is nol tha main
preoccupation of an urban designar,
rather qualitative concepts ke
identity, unity, role and sause Incality
are more Important for himvher. The
18960°'s and 1970% were tha time of
paradigm changing and & modern
reading of time and space, Absclute
SuUpermacy of wisdom was
questionad and amation as a twin of
wizdom gol & same level. It was
cleared that there is no priorty for
quantity or guality, and form is not
subject to operation and vice versa,
and then a third factor was set forth
which its importance was nol less
than form and operation.

Mow a days urban design has

bacomea a subject of science which
accepts other knewledges and
experences that relate to the human
community and its emvironment as
wide as possible, apply them In the
way of expanding both itsell and the
lite of the cilizens. In practice
bulldozer architecture was dis
approved and the value of oldness,
rools, memaries, mental images and
human scales were recreated. The
motto "city for citizens not for private
cars” was taken into consideration.

For many years a need far

developing quality has been felt. The
previous managers of Tehman

Municipality bagan wilh
cantraptions like coloration, posting
flags and facade constructing and
cantinued to the threshold of urban
degign, but by changing the
management, this process was
stopped.

Urban Design Concepts &
Dogmatic Approaches

M. Behzadfar. Ph.D.

The certainty of vigians in dealing

with urban design concepls is 8 main
problem and limitaion for developing
urban  design  practices: and
knowiecge. Procaeding this manner,
tha range and rank of viewpoints in
understarding theoretical & practical

factors and elements of wurban
disipling have became shallow and
vary closed. As a matter of fact, in
Iran, the specific knowledge about
this discipline is limiled to a few areas
of litgratures, which are margined In
giobal body of teraluras,
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Abstract

Qualification

Environment,
| Postponed Demands

J. Pakzad. Ph.D.

It Is & long time that ruling of
guanlity has excelles, and now
environmental qualification must be
noticed, This is a claim of our citizens
and the main responsibility of future
city planners, designars  and
architects. Urban design is still mixed
with urban activites. The waorst is
limmiting uwrban design services Lo
lacade conslructing and, in the besl
state, designing urban spaces, Some
people balieve that it s synonym with
beautification, and some belleve il 5
the subject of giving attention to “the
city dataiis".

The meain axis of urban design s
guality. For abstaining from statical
view about urban designing science,
the transformalion and evalution of
gpatial quality and (mpact of time,
must be bome in mind.

of Urban
The Citizen

These days experts and urban
design managers are affected with
“supermacy of quantity’. Theair main
apperhension is sohing guantitative
problems. They da not pay attentian
ioc the gualitative results of their
decisions. Tha relation  betwaan
quartity and quality has not been
understood wall vat, The thought thal
everything has besn made of a
guantum and only this vary quantum
of everything can be understood and
planned, has gainad a priordty which
has led o the present scientilic
disasiars.

Most experts and managers
challenge with guanfities, whereas
people attend to qualites. They go o
their quarers for thelr privacy and
geak refuge in their hemes, while on
tha other hand. They come out into
the streets for entertlainment and
social gatherings. We still belive 1hat
affairs are being done by managsars.
We still claim that towns and cities
have been bull by kings, rulers and
men of powar. We donct belisve that,
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