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o ABSTRACTS
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Lost links in the chain of city
councils, Role of local
councils in the improving

councils’ function

e RS e L e e B e s SeEtss S S E S S ss e

The author surveys mechanisms
of erganization of islamic City
Councils and suggests developing
secondary councils to cover for
‘the lost link". According to him the
procedural guidelines of the
councils allow for a number of
specialized commissions and
cormmitteas, but none include any
one other than the members of the
councils,

To improve on management of the
city secondary councils should be

F.Hashemi

created to include members of the

councils, expens of urban affairs
and municipalitiss.

Furthermore, the author suggests
additional mechanisms to
increase citizen participation,
including: seeking the opinion of
citizens at different phases of
plans and programs for setting the
goals of city, disfricts and
counties; citizen participation in
the meeting of the council, etc.

Pattern of participationina
pepole-ruledsoceity

e e T e e e s S,S————a

Some participation theories put
emphasis on the variable of
"Powerlessness”. Hence, the
more a culture stresses a sense
of "powerlessness”, the less the
people tend to participate.
Another set of theories state that
people behave natienally and
make a cost-benefit analysis
before deciding whether or not to
participate.

Applying both theories, a pattemn

A.alavitabar

of participation is created to
assess people's participation in
the aftairs. Participation takes
place when three variables of
"Personal traits”®, "Practicality of
Participation” and "Participation
intent" exist in a proper context. A
proper context inciudes
socio-political and administrative
improvements, thrusting people,
new patterns of participation, and
a peacetful social atmosphere.
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