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houseisaplacetosay, if not, itsahotel. Wenever
pay dtentionto  improve our houses, becauseit
has become merchandise to exchange and get
bigger or better ones Allame Tabatabaee hes said
thet we should pay atention to word house
(Maskan in farsi) it emphasizes a spiritual and
mental serenity and calmness”
Universitiesend their Rules
Universities are important indtitutions to theorize
the Islamic architecture concept, because they
have theoricd roles and are centers upbringing
the architects and urban planner for future. But
whet are the positions of our universities?

Dr Latifi says that: "Pirnia is fether of Iranian
architect. He hasintroduced 5 principleson archi-
tecture, first of which isto be people-oriented. It
should be to serve people. Even American archi-
tect Calble believesthat urban planning is not but
to provide people with serenity and camness.
With the introduction of modernism, some
abroad-educated architecture has copied some of
western worksin Iran. Their dimeate differs com-
pared to Iran, but for example they implemented
long and wide windows which are best for
Europeen dities

Lotsof our findings are empirical which will not
beaddressed in university courses Weareimitat-
ing some of European methods we have to pay
more dtention to domestic architecture and
whom who can produce knowledge and art. But
unfortunately, few of our experience are written
and not are registered. Universities have to pay
more atention on thissubject.”

Dr Naghizade hes done many worksin this area
One of its latest books entitled “The Place of
Idamic Culturein Teeching Art, Architecture and
Urben Plamning” has surveyed the BS to PHD
courses of architecture and urben planning in
Iranian Universities He has concluded that
Idamic architecture concept has not been consid-
ered serioudy in higher educationin Iran.

Dr Laifi believes thet some Iamic countries
haveextensveexperienceshbut thereisnorelation
between us This relaion can help to develop
architecture and urben planning.

Idamic urben planing and architecture and
urban planning systemiin Iran

Nowadays our cities are formed by urban devel-
opment programs and some rules and codes
which are moreimportant to achieve the goals of

WLl 2 Adostedimiia Jlu

Idamic architecture and urben planning.

Dr. Latifi believes that the main problem is the
imitation and adds thet "The planning system in
Iran have no specific theoric besis

“Lots of esst Asan who have started dter usare
now more advanced. We have been dominated
by Europesn and American countries. Urben
development programs hed negdtive affects En
our identity we just have developed consdering
economic agpects. There are not enough theori-
diansand lots of our actions have been theimita:
tion of western patterns. We have copied coun-
trieswith different social and cultural dements”
Dr Naghizade says that: "In year 1375, the High
Council of Urban Planing and Architecture
decided to assign the codes for Idamic urben
planning, but nowadays, after 11 yearsit has not
done yet. Unfortunately we have not the based
and compare our worksto the other. For example
we say thet the masgue yards are an urban space
and people should have access to pass trough.
Thisisawestern criterion. In our Idamic learning
we have acontrary regulation.
Thereforewehave somestagesto pass First of all
acomprehensive program is needed to organize
and supervise dl of the organization involved.
Then we should make them to produce knowl-
edge and thought and mike use of these thought
to perform the programs™

Condusion

We have arich background of Idamic thoughts
in architecture and urban planning. But unfortu-
nately we have not been able to imply and
achieve proper criteria for Idamic favorite city.
Dr. Latifi believes that:" To achieve those high
values, our theoricianshaveto cooperateand dis-
cuss and the resuits should be transmitted to the
councilors and executive organizetions.

For example how much we have considered the
neighborhood privacy in our theories? It should
be studied and discussed more by the professors
and theoricians. Therelation and communication
between the universities and executive organiza-
tions should beimproved.”

For the last word, the Islamic architecture and
urban planning needsthe conversation of thethe-
oricians, thinkers and necessitate the systematic
criteria and indicators based on new technolo-
gies The universities in Iran have important
rules
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Idamic Architecture and
Urban Planning; From a
Thought to Implementation

@ Translated by: Javad Porvazn

Introduction

City is not only a physicd entity but dso a
socid incident symbol. According to some
thinkers, the externd form and visage of city
can beareflection of contemporary normsand
beliefs

The Idam as a perfect and universd rdigion
which considers dl the needs of humankind
has a dose relation to the aspects of city and
urbanism. The Mohammad's (Peece be upon
him) Prophecy hes started in Mecca and has
Hourished in Medina Afterwards, the
Muslims have based new dities which have
become the besis for Idamic government.
The dities were with mosgues and bilding
based on Idamic thought and spirit. Thiskind
of architecture has changed during years With
the introduction of modernism to Idamic
countries, the visage of Idamic dities hes
changed and the spiritual valuesand entities of
their building have diminuend. In Iran the
form of our building has changed during last
100 years and exduding some historical mon-
uments, the Idamic-Iranian identity of cities
hasbeen
Thissubject has been discussed in thisissue of
"Shahrdarihd’ with two Iranian professors
Definition and Aspects

Discussing the definition of architecture and
urban planning and its preference in modern
world isan extensive subject.

Dr GholamReza Ltifi, Doctorate in urban plan-
ning and professor in Allame Tabatabaee
University states that: “Naturally the Idamic ide-
ology has dominated the ISlamic architecture and
urban planning. Iamic is an urben religion and
lots of verses of Qoran has pointed to the urban
afaires Lots of cities occupied by Mudims like
Constantine, Isfahan and Shiraz has been
Islamized some how.

There are dso dities which has been formed
based an Idamic thoughts. Kufa, Baghdad inAl-
Mansoor erawere examples of those cities.
Mohammed Naghizade, Doctoratein urben plan-
ning and professor of Art College of Azad
University believesthet there aretwo view points
on Idamic Architecture and urban planning.
“Infirst view points by non Mudlimsisthat what
the Mudlims have and what has been existed in
Idamicland aredifferent and they arelooking for
the resson. For example there are lots of Islamic
buildingsinour citiesand weliveinmodern ones.
Idam never introduce afixed type of architecture
an urban planning or life pattern, but it shows
somemethodsand philosophy so Idamiccity isa
concept with different exposures at any time:
Idam never insists on any type of color or weer-
ing, for example, for women dressing. It pointsto
generd rule which the Mudims should adopt
themsdveswith therules Therearedso ruleson
architecture which will differ in adoption from
cultureto culture and from city to city.”

A spedifically recognizable Idamic architectural
styledeveloped soon after thetime of the Prophet
Muhammed (pbuh), developing from Roman,
Egyptian, Byzantine, and Persian/Sassanid mod-
ds An early example may be identified as early
a5 691 AD. It festured interior vaulted spaces a
dreular dome, and the use of stylized repesting
decorative patterns.

The Great Mosgue of Samarrain Irag, completed
in 847 AD, combined the hypostyle architecture
of rows of columns supporting aflat base above
which ahuge spirding minaret was constructed.
The Hagia Sophia in Istanbul aso influenced
Idamic architecture. When the Ottomans cap-
tured the city from the Byzantines, they convert-
ed the basilicato amosoue (now amuseum) and
incorporated Byzantine architecturd dements
into their own work (eg. domes).

Distinguishing matifs of Idamic architecture

have aways been ordered repetition, radiating
structures, and rhythmic, metric petterns. In this
respect, fractel geometry has been a key utility,
especialy for mosques and palaces. Other signif-
icant features employed as motifs include
columns, piers and arches, organized and inter-
woven with aternating sequences of niches and
colonnettes. The role of domesin Idlamic archi-
tecture has been considerable. Its usage spans
centuries, first appearingin 691 with the construc-
tion of the Dome of the Rock mosoue, and recur-
ring even up until the 17th century with the T
Mahd. And as late as the 19th century, Idamic
domes had been incorporated into Western archi-
tecture

Spedificationsand properties

Dr Latifi added that: "Mecca hes been existed
prior to Isam and Qoran callsit as Om-ol-Qorra
(Mother of cities). It can be amode for Idamic
urban planning. When our prophet (pbuh) has
migrated from Meccato Medina the Magied-ol-
Nabi (the mosque of the prophet) hes an impor-
tant rolewhich the prophet (Pbuh) has participat-
edtohbuildit.

Dr Naghizade sys" city indude two kinds of
spaces; A pace for thoughts of ditizenswhich is
important to giveidentity to ciiesand the other is
skeletal space which is the combination of the
thoughts. Therefore, when considering the
Idamic dities, we should consider not only the
skeletal specification with the Idamic properties
but aso its identity, which should gave vaue to
the mankind and consider al of the aspects of
humen life.
Therdation of thecitizenswith thecity managers
should be systematic and the people should be
dominated by Idamic thoughts The ketbe hes
never changed its skeletal form since the Ibrahim
erabut during some timesit has been aplace for
idols and has been deared by Mohammad
(Pbuh). This emphasizes thet the skeletal form is
not theimportant factor. Theimportant factorsare:
the human and their behaviors. Our prophet
(Pbuh) hes based a mosgue and this has resuited
in a change in ditizen behavior and skeletdl
changes”

In smdl scles, Idamic architecture has some
specification. Dr Naghizade addresses that:"
Architectureisto definethe spacein away that to
be used by mankind to achieve its perfection. A
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