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and 4 and in chapter 5 the employ-
ment situations of municipality
employees have been explained.

But despite other countries, munic-
ipalities in Iran were governmental
institutes. the mavors were elected
by the government and all of
municipality members were gov-
ernmental emplovees. At the
beginning, the municipalities were
under the control of ministry of
interior. These approaches were
continued until the establishment
of Islamic Rural and Urban
Councils, 20 years after [slamic
revolution. But nowadays, the
municipalities are not independent

local government and lack of
unigue urban management is one
of the main obstacles for them.
Therefore it reguires basis and

time 1o undersiand and continue
the right way.

One hundred vears of background
is an invaluable experience to
achieve the objectives. But the
development is not sufficient for
100 years which may be con-
tributed o political cultural and
cconomical changes. The rate of
development should be increased
by defining the fundamentals and
compensate for the laziness o
appm:tch the ulnpiﬂ SOONEeT,

WFagatipis I'_J_;v 1FA




gradually. The first official institutes
for governing cities dates back to
several decades before Mashrooteh
during Ghajariyeh era. The first of
them was Ehtesabiyeh orgamzation
consisted of two branches of
Ehtesab and Tanzif. The main
responsibility of this institule was
organizing the merchants, managing
gencral needs of city, supervising
the citizens and controlling them to
obey the regulation. In Ehtesabiyeh,
the rules were announced from gov-
ernors to sheriffs as the managers of
Fhtesabiveh and by that the cities
were governed. The municipal offi-
cers were the assistants and execu-
tive arms of shernffs to govern the
city, Because there were no absolute
law to govern the city and to deter-
mine the duty and rights of the citi-
zens, the governors and their execu-
tives decided on such affairs based
on their personal minds. The munic-
ipalities’ activities on s medemn
approaches date back to the years
after Mashrooteh.

The National Consultive Assembly
ratified the Baladiye law in 1286.
This law was based on municipality
law of countries like Belgium and
France and was announced to corre-
sponding organizations two years
later and was implemented partly n
some cities. Reviewing the negotia-
tions made by National Consultive

14 Lgplys? Atesocin=n i

Assembly at those times indicates
that they aimed mainly at "provid-
ing people with livelihood and
cleaning the pass roads" which
shows their care and consideration
on urban affairs. Commercial, mili-
tary and strategical importance was
one of the other reasons for estab-
lishment of municipalities in Iran.

In the first period. from 1286 o
1304 with the down of Pahlavi
monarchy, 16 municipalities estab-
lished in Iran in the Baladive law,
municipalities were considered and
independent institution. To achieve
this, requires the independent city
councils which were not formed in
Iran yet. None of local authority or
government desired the establish-
ment of local councils by the direct
vate of public. The second chapter
of Baladiye law describes how o
form the city councils and how (o
elect the members and shows their
duties. The Baladiye law of 1286,
includes 5 chapters: In the first
chapter called general rules, the
goals, duties and responsibility of
the mavor were described. The sec-
ond chapter paid attention te how to
constitute the city councils, elect
members and their responsibilities.
The strategies, responsibilities and
members, authorily and duties and
controlling und supervising of sub-
sidiaries are described in chapter 3




That unique law was prescribed for
all the cities in lran and the legal
executives were guarantee for its
implementation. The results of ther
action can be easily seen. Some
improper performance has caused
long term problems to their cities.

It is recommended to call the cele-
bration of 100th anniversary a cultur-
al festival for urban identty to be
proud of what we have stablished
and compensate for the weak points
by modern knowledge and give
appropriate patterns for new cities.
If we try to write down and docu-
ment those activities, my be 100
years later, at the beginming of 200th
anniversary, we have many resources
to review the background to step for-
ward by certain. Documentation of
what have been done is a reference to
future.

3

The city belongs to all the people and
it should provide them their needs
completely. All the aspects of life
should be visualized in the city.
Achieving utopia and a model city by
a perfect law and honest executives
is not just a dream. The religious
ideal city can be approached by
endeavor and honesty in function.
Reviewing what has occumred in
cities and creating strategies and
mixing them with the art, results in

msolubility of social movements and
will be an excellent pattern for the
future generation.

A clean, green, active, cultural, tra-
dition-oriented and modem city will
be achieved by emphasizing on
solving environmental problems
and by enoriching its culture and
preservation of religious and histor-
ical identity considering its long-
time background and by enlighten-
ing its strength and removing weak
points,

The emphasize of religion on social
movement will introduce the reli-
gious spiritual in frame work of city
and appropriate space. History can
teach us many concepts and our
excellent background can be the
best command for a better future
respecting the 100th anniversary of
municipalities is a pretext to respect
the good and valuable activities
done by the pioneers and to contin-
ue their path and registering those
activities in any possible way (like
books, museums, documents, etc,).
This can be an atempt to say the
managers where we are trying 10
reach.

Constitutional revolution
(Mashrooteh} was the emblem of
public will to participate in appoint-
ment of their destiny. The effects of
Mashrooteh in every affairs, like
management have been revealed

Mo I gly? T




year as of us. Kuala Lumpur munici-
pality has been created after World
War II.

Now those who are concerned about
the urban affaires and think about the
future of cities have to consider the
first activities done by pioneers (o act
in wrile ways.

2
Khordad 1386 was the hundredth
anniversary of establishment of

"Baladiye" (municipality) law. In 20
Rabi-ol-sani 1325, 12th of Khordad
1286, National Consultive
Assembly approved the municipality
law and by that, the municipalities
established in Iran. That was a new
approach to urban management in
Iran. The first paragraph of "Baladiye
law™ starts with:” The main goal of
"Baladiye law" is to support the citi-
zen's inlerest and supplying their
needs”

in the hundredth anniversary of
approbation of this law, by respecting
one hundred year of municipalities’
activity, we aim ar retrieving lost
identity and take a glance at our

the

ancient civilization to survey it thor-
oughly. Urbanization in Iran has
more than one hundred years back-
ground. The historical evidences
show that we are among countries
with the most number of cities during
an era before the advent of Islam.

] LL'?F’ AFsgletiarta L

Even the "burnt city” belongs 1o pre-
hisrory era and during
Hakhamaneshian, Sasanid and
Islamic period, some cities like
Hekmatane, Sarvestan, [zadkhast
and even older cities like Sialk had
been established. There are some
relics and some sense of life visible
in those ancient places. Those back-
grounds are proofs that we have our
own style in urban management
although the Baladiye law was estab-
lished 100 years ago, we have much
miore historical background than that.
The main goal of the municipality's
law as attested by history was “com-
plying the needs" of citizens. These
needs are illustrated in the next para-
graph which shows "Baladiye" scrul-
ing: cleaning the pass ways, distrib-
uting water and electricity, prevent-
ing beggars, drawing special maps,
encountering incidents like fire acci-
dent. insuring buildings, Propagating
information and assisting in estab-
lishing libraries, museums, mainte-
nance and repairing mosques,
schools and old monuments, creating
bazaars and soup kitchen are some of
Baladiye responsibilities.

These responsibilities constitute the
wdentity of the city. This identity is
valuable for all the citizens and
municipalities as the most popular
institules accepled the variety of
those duties.




selling wine.

2- Tanzifiye: was responsible for
cleaning pathways, allies and squares
of cities. This imnovation cun be the
Souvenirs of Naser-al-din Shah 1o the
Europe in 1873, 1878, 1889. The
Furope at that time was involved by
revolutions and European leaders
were secking for peace and comfort.
The Iranian king also was looking for
clean and bnsk cities like Paris,
Vienna and London; but he never real-
ized that the foundation of Iraman
cities was basically vulnerable,

We can imagine the Tehran at that
time from the books like "Old Tehran”
by Ja'fur Shahri which shows how
dirty and untidy was Tehran at those
periods. Shahn wrote that” .. Jabba
Khane street... was dirty and full of
must in summers and full of mud and
slush 1 winters. The street was a
place for the gathering of salesmen,
vendors, workers and cart driver and a
place for cleaning and feeding horses.
That was one of dirtiest places in
Tehran. (Shahn, p.63) The writings of
shahri about lranian cities at the end of
Ghajaniye, resembles a fable for peo-
ple nowadays. "The trench was a
place for scitlement of waggish, pros-
titutes, gypsies, immigrants
homeless people. There were lots of
bandits and vagrants in those areas...”
In another image given by Shahri:
“...the water was provided by some

and

spring flowing through channels
which also carries the sewage and
only those who were near the spring-
head had access to clean water. In any
journey of the King to the Europe he
had compared Tehran to the Buropean
capitals like Vienna or Paris. Creating
"Lalezar Street” was an example of
those madbrained decisions. There
were some trees at both sides with
flowers and fences around, They were
trying 10 create a copy of Champs
Elyseés Street...”

By one hundred years of background
we mean the approbation of the writ-
ten law which was the basis of an
organization which has improved and
propagated during yvears. The barth of
this law dates back 1o the "Mashrute”
period.  After endorsemenmt of
"Mashruwe" law by Mozaffar-ol-din
Shah and reinforcement of local and
state organizations, they could govern
big cities like Tehran, [sfahan, Tabriz
and Rasht. The vear after, the mem-
bers of the first period of parliament,
has assigned a law called "Baladiye
law" in 12 of Khordad 1286.

This incident happened in
European countries many years
before. For example London was gov-
erned by mayors and city councils in
Richard T era (1189-1199). This means
®20) of background, But
Japanese "union of municipalities"
was founded approximately in the

has
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At the Beginning of
one Century of History

Trisn=kater) by Javad Proinaim

|

Considering the fact that
Mohammad Hasan Khan Sani-
ol-Dole known as Eiemad-ol-
Saltane was the first Jranian
mayor, we can claim that the
history of Iranian municipality
has more than hundred years
of background.
Etemad-ol-Saltane was
assigned by Naser-al-din Shah
for directing a governmental
institute called "Tanzifiye and
Ehtesabiye". Those institutes
can be called a foundation for
modern municipalities,

|- Ehtesabive: This word darte
back o Aamavid and Abasid
dynasties. They were the
agents to prevent overcharging
shortchanging and all illegal
actions like winebibbery and
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