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to vote for city councils with great care.
He thinks that the election should not be
based on political tendencies. But however,
municipalities and councils are necessities of

modern city life.

From localization to globalization.

M. Karkonan

Cities are appropriate places for formation
of social institutes, improvement of cultural
values, development and national human
values. Identify has become one of the most
debatable issues in urban environments. Urban
identify is one of the most complex and in
architect elements. This is a key question that
many of researchers seek to find answers.

In Islamic Iranian cities, the forms depend
on meaning and skeleton take identify from
context, and they are considered as soul and
body.

Municipalities are the main element in
urban management and have special position
in the administrative system of the country.
Municipalities are one of necessities of cities
to achieve urban goals and its development.
the

framework of government they can be

According to constitution, within
local, urban and even universal institutes.

Globalization is the process of
compression of time and space so that the
people all over the world can be reunioned
in the global society. M.Vaterz defines the
globalization as a process in which all the
geographical limits on cultural, social and
economical Relation between societies are
broken and people are aware of the reduction
of these limits.

Localization dictates that any cultural

centers manage the environment of cultural

situation of'its city. It is not acceptable to have
social and cultural abnormalities within the
neighborhood ofa cultural center. Localization
has two elements of getting used to local area
and interaction with local entities. They are
to enter the social life. Interaction with local
institutes means utilizing the capacities and
common resources to manage the culture of
a quarter.

Theseare some of strategies forachieving the
urban development goals for municipalities:

- Comprehensive planning and cultural
engineering to improve cultural and social
areas in cities.

- Organizing social participation in NGO
and “Shoara Yari”.

- Improving the communication and
interaction in cultural and social areas of
municipalities and councils with macro
management of culture and related
organizations.

- Improving and reviving the urban identify
of cities.

- Paying attention at research, improvement,
instruction and supervision.

- Planning to improve the sprit of joy, hope
and confidence and cooperation.

- Development of cultural, social and sport
centers.

- Improving the health and hygiene and
environmental issues.

- Improving public culture.

- Knowing public culture.

- Knowing the importance of localization in
social and cultural policies.

- Considering Islamic and Iranian
architecture.

- Finally thinking globally and acting locally

is the best management solution for cities.
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The old cities where not known as cities
based on their population, but based on
the activity done. From the Hakhamanesh
dynasty, the administrative cities were built.
After development of cities, we have religious
and military cities, Dezful is a good example
of military city.

There were two categories of cities,
Administrative, religious and military cities
and auto-raised cities.

In auto-raised cities, like Tehran, Isfahan,
Mashhad and Tabriz, they were developed
form of villages. The divisions in these cities
were based on relations and families and the
neighborhoods were formed based on a social
homogeneity.

Modern cities lack this type of homogeneity.
Any organization has its own view to the
cities. We may have a city with more than 30
identities.

Kianfar pointed to Soltaniyeh as on ancient
city which were an administrative one. This
city was designed carefully and was selected
as the capital. Port of the city was governed
by government and some parts were given to
ministers and governors. People resided in
those quarters based on their relation ship and
family groups.

Kianfar points to Tehran and added
that when Tehran was conquered in Aqa-
Mohammad- Khan era, a military governor
was assigned for her to manage military,
Social, economical and urban services. Then
many other staffs were assigned to manage
the different parts of the city.

Citizenship instead of urbanization was
another topic in the round table. If we consider
the citizens as a part of city identify, analyzing

their behavior in the city is inevitable.

VYA L Ao i/ i Jlu

Municipality as an entity to give identify, can
be the principal factor to change the behavior
of urbanization to citizenship. But, what has
the municipalities done yet?

The performance of municipalities during
Qajar and Pahlavi dynasties and after Islamic
revolution was discussed in the round
table. Dr Soltanzadeh believes that as we
go on, the performance of municipalities
improves. During Pahlavi dynasty, there
were no opportunities for social activities.
Developments of citizenship and creating
regulation have just started few years ago. The
important point is to develop these activities
in order to forget about the service role of
municipalities and consider their identify
roles.

Dr Kharabi, pointing to land reforms,
stated that cities have become invaded by
villagers. But, municipalities have to try
their best in order to evolve urbanization into
citizenship. Part of these malfunctions goes
back to municipalities, which were governed
by dictators and illiterate governor because
municipalities have ever been dependent on
the government.

Dr Khrabi believes that citizen have to be
educated from first years of school. Schools
and media have important roles. Laws should
not be unreal.

At the end, the question was asked about
the role of municipality in contemporary
identify of cities. Dr Soltanzade consider
more important role for municipalities
comparing the other organizations. Because
they are in contact with city directly. Kianfar
believes those municipalities have to attract
the citizens' confidence.

Dr Kharabi emphasizes that people have



Municipalities have inevitable effects on
giving identity to city. One hundred year of
background for municipalities in Iran shows
that considering their activities especially
in construction areas, have had important
effect on corresponding cities. In many cities,
municipality buildings have been the center of
city and quarter activities. The urban identity
is understood in the form of urban forms and
culture.

A deep look municipalities shows that
culture has an important role. The instruction
of urban planning will be executed by
municipalities.

Historical and national spaces are parts of
public memories and history. These spaces
are symbols of freedom, liberty, tendency
to development and public beliefs. The
mosques, houses, Towers, castles and other
public monuments are parts of our historical
identity. Municipality has important role
in this identify. The events and incidents
happens in these spaces have to be conducted
by municipalities. Municipalities as social
institutes, in addition to provision of skeletal
spaces, has significant effect in written and
oral culture and historical identify of cities.

Although, in the past hundred years, this
presence was not considered as important,
but even in service space constructed by
municipalities, the way to use them needs
a culture and has reached several goals.
Nowadays, these goals considered. Within
the frame work of citizen and city Act and life
style regarding the citizenship back ground
and urban identity of cities in Iran, are taken
serious. For each city issue, a cultural project
must be defined to investigate non—material

but effective phenomenon and construct

spaces regarding social and cultural supports.
Construction and development of cities
without considering the culture, behaviors
and assets and identity of citizens, is not
acceptable. Municipalities have to plan to
achieve that and to enlighten the path; they

have to keep the applied goals as documents.

Municipalities Seeking Lost Identity

M. Vali

In Persian dictionaries “civilization” has
equivalent meaning of urbanization. In
another words, urbanization is the symbol of
civilization, the evolved from of social life. It
is said that Iran has experienced the advanced
level of social life from ancient time. To the
recent time, city has been the principal basis
for the social life in Iran. Each of these cities
has its own specifications that are know for.

Municipalities have been established to
govern the cities and gave new meanings and
definition to cities. But the question is that
“were the municipalities so big to shadow the
entire city? Were their influences so significant
that one can claim that municipalities have
some part of urban identity?

To answer these questions a roundtable
was made by Dr. H. Soltanzade, professor
of Azad University, K. Kianfar, editor of
historical texts, Dr. F. Kharabi, professor of
Gilan University to discuss the identity of
municipalities in the history.

Soltanzade, at the beginning of the meeting,
replying a question on the methods of
governing the cities in ancient Iranian era and
during Islamic era, stated that: the available
information show a long period of background
and history of urbanization in Iran, the history

dates back to 10 thousand tears.
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English Part

Translated by: Javad Porvazn

Note

In the modern world, city is a living and
dynamic spaces which provide calmness,
serenity, job, recreation and sprit of life.
Modern cities have to provide human
historical, social and economical indices in
addition to being a clean, green and dynamic
city. Changes in the cities are inevitable
and implementing different urban project
especially in civil and technical areas are
indicators of a dynamic and developing city.

But cities that never consider their historical
identity and background will be ignored by
the time. We can say that historical relics and
monuments are the indicators of developed
cities. Manager and city inhabitants pay
more attention at improvement of historical
background and identity of city, maintenance
of historical textures and development of their
city.

At the first glance these two, seem to be
contradictive. But the foundation of modern
architecture on these two bases, confirm that
they are complementary. The experiences by
big cities show that the mixture of these two

will result in grace and beauty of the city.



License Holder: Interior Ministry-Organization of Municipalities and . . . . .
Rural Managers
Managing Director:S.M Hashemi Misaiin JBORMAL oF: Iromssncs
Editor in Chief: A.Saheb Mohammadi S
No.BD dre 2008

Notes 4
Special Report

Municipalities seeking lost Identity/ M. Vali 5
Idea and Research

Analysis Theory of changes in central quarters of cities 12
From Localization to The Globalization/ M. Karkonan 18
Investigation the effective factors on Sense of Space/F. Zarabian, M. Monam 23
The Role of City Centers in Urban Planning Theories/ K. Faraj Krde 29
Dialogue

Reforms in Municipalities from Tradition to Modernity/ M. Vali 35
Legal Counselor/J. Rezaie, F. Faghih Larijani 41
Administrative and Financial Counselor/ J. Rezaie 46

Municipalities' centenary

The act from Municipality to Government/A. Jalali 50

Councils and Participation

Investigation the Participation Pattern of Shoarayari in Tehran Quarters/ G. Kazemian, R. Shadmanfar 54

From the View Point of Mayor

Interview with Naraq Mayor/ M. Khansari 60
World Cities and Municipalities

Johannesburg/ Strasbourg; City of Different Nation/Nicosia; last divided Capital in Europe .... 63
Successful Mayors

Amos Masondo; Mayor of Johannesburg/J. Porvazn 71
Instruction

Analyzing the Instructional performance of Municipalities in 1385 72
The Outcomes of Cabinet Visits

The highest level of investment/M. Khoshkar 83
The Souvenir

Nouchatel; Serenity of Village; comfort of City/ A. Sarbazi 87
Report

The Closing Ceremony of 100 Years of Municipalities in Isfahan/ The Background of Municipality .... 93
Brief News

Organizing the Transportation in West Azerbaijan Province/ Mechanized Waste Collection in... 107
Brief News from the Beginning of Century/H. Garshasbi 108
Organization News

Public Transportation narrated by Minister/ Courses on ... 116
City Statistics

Investigation the Urban Identity in Provinces/ D. Jalali 120
Glance at Cities 124
Website

Aria Heritage 125
New Publication

A New endevour to show an Old Identity/ A. Jalali 126
English Part/ Javad Porvazn 131

Address: Nol5, Naderi st., Keshavarz Blvd., ValiAsr sq. Tehran
Tel: 88966239 — 88976651 — 88986382

Fax: 88977918

http:/www.imo.org.ir

ISSN: 1606 - 7495



